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2hil Donahue: Want to start me off, mom. Twenty two months he is.
It's a baby boy? ———

Audience: Yes.

PhRil Donahue: Twenty-twc months old.
Audience: Yes.

Phil Donahue: Healthy.

Audience: Very.

Phil Donahue: Good-looking.
Audience: Extremely.

Audience: (Laughter)

Phil Donahue: He must have his father's good looks because his mother
still has hers.

Audience: (Laugﬂter)
Phil Donahue: DNid you give your baby the DPT shot?
Audience: Yes, 1 did.

°hil Deonahue: Uh, what is your understanding? Were you obliged to
give the baby the DPT shot or was it a voluntary position?

Audience: A Tlittle bit of both but I think T would have given it to
him. T like to protect him against every disease that T can.

Phil Donahue: At what age was---was he six months when he got it? When
was the first shot?

Audience: T don't remember.
Phil Donahue: Can't either. I know.
Audience: He has has so many I really can't remember.

Phil Nonahue: Yeah. You're awares that there is some---it's not
terrifying enough now to be a parent but they are telling us---

Audience: To be worried about other things.
Phil Donahue: Yes. And they are suggesting that mavbe DPT---
Audience: T really didn't know that until we were discussing it right

before the show. T didn't know there were so many dangerous side
effects.
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Phil Donahue: Now we are not golng to pretead on this program to solve
all of the prohlems. Tt {a possible that we will make you more anxjous
than ¥0u would have Vi{ked to be. Tt's possihle that you will wish by
the time this pr0¥rnm ts over that you would have arr¥ved here on the
day we hiad the male strippers.

Adience: (Laughter)

Phil Donahue: [ mean that's a 1ot easier show to handle. So let us
make {t clear that while we are not clafming to he writing In prnnlio
here and there are no Solomons at hand, we do have a professional group
of people here who will probably differ on some of the {ssuea éhouf
which we will sreak and we ask you to stay with us. As the mother of a
twenty-two month old rornon ou may have some more questions. Tg she
fyplrn]& Nr. Mendelsohn? Robert §S. Mendelsohn, pedlatrician, Michael
Reese, Chicago, bigshot doctor who isg olng to come In agaln'ﬁnd make
the entire medical community hystericaq because it is sugpgested you are

an overk{ller. You come in and say everythi
Do you have grandchildren? Y Y ng about med%cipe }o bad.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Three grandchildren, Phil.
Phil Donahue: Have they been {mmunized?
Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn:

Phil Donaghue:

They have not been fmmunized.

Nothing?

Dr. Rebert S, Mendelsohn: One child had one tetanus shot but T have to
tell Kou, Phil, that the latest evidence is that the tetanus shot is

robably fjust water, because in reduct th
ooy Just water, educing e reactivity of the shot they

Audience: (Laughter)

Phi1 Donahue: Walt a minute.
Dr. Robert §. Mendelsohn: In reducing the reaction to the shot the
manufacturers have also reduced the capacity of the shot to produce
{fmmunity.
Phil Donahue: They dfluted it you mean.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: But the most {m

215 : ] portant thing that was gatd

here today was this lady who sa{d that she didn't knowgunrfl she cane

goro {ndny the danpers of the shots. Because for forty vears now

octors have not heen telling patients the truth. The most Important
functton that vour program provides fs that we pfve patients, you glve ‘
pntiontﬂf the kind of questions [ho¥ can put to thelr doctors. 1 Eepnrd
the NDonahue Show as the besat form o medical education today. t

Phil Donnahue: Tell that to the American Academy of Pedlatrics.

Ardtence: (Applause)

Phil Donahue: Okay.

Audtence: T'm the mother of a three-year-old that {s <

school and before T took her to srhoo{ they missed a Dggqghgga;gégﬁhere
"‘°n§ the llne; she was too sick to get {t. The bottom line fs the

wouldn't Tet her in school without the DPT shot which they gave to'xer

Likv rognnrlv. They bncklosged ft; it wasn't put down and the schonls
0 not lel children in. And they run temperatures from them. T think
that anything they run a temperature from can't be good.
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Phi1l Donahue: May T see the DPT graphic, Ronnie? We don't want to
insult your intelligence. Tf you are a caring mother or father,
anybody, you know what thias is. But let's maﬁe sure we know what we are
talking about. DPT stands for diptheria, pertussts and tetanus.
Pertussis 13 whooping cough. And 1t 1s the P---now Dr. Mendelsohn
wants you to know that he doesn't think you ought ta take this at all,
none of {t. None of this alphahet soup he thinks you onght to take.

Now he 1s not necessarlly getting a standing ovation from the Amerfcan
Academy of Pedlatrics for that but let's go back—--

Phil NDonahue: A1l right, some agree 1'm sure.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: T have to tell you that next year I've heen
invited to be the keynote speaker for the American Medical Studentg
Assoclation and this is exactly what T am going to say to them.

Phil Donahue: I'm not sa{ing you're a bad guy; T'm trylug to establish
that you_are at the very least a controversial animal. T don't think
you should necessarily apologize for that. Tt weans that you are
ralsing issues about which there is a considerable disagpreement.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: TI'm taking the stuff out of the medical
journals and trying to lay 1t before the public.

Ph1l Donahue: ULet me see that graphic one more time, Ronnie. It 1is the
P, pertussis, about which there appears to be the most controversy and
we'Yl get into that in a moment. Meet Louls 7. Cooper, M.D., another
bigshot from rhe medica) community. Director of Pedlatrics, St.
Luke~Roosevelt Hospital New York City, Chalrman of the New York chapter
of the American Academy of Pedliatrics. He has been involved in vaccine
research for the last twenty years and what's your openlng shot, no pun
intended, doctor.

Dr. Louis 7. Gooper: ' (Laughter)

Phi]l Donahue: How do you respond to what's———

Dr. Louils Z. Cooper: Phil, T am grateful that my CO1]PR§UP here %ives
ug a chance to tell this audience how exclting {1t {s to be part of a
community where we don‘t fear polio, where we don't fear measles, where
we don't fear rubella, where we don't fear pertussis the wn¥ we d1d when
T was a boy and the way we did when T started medical school. 1 lfved
throuph watching patients die and watching patients be critically and
crucfally {njured for many year with {1lnesses that now most of this
audience don't know anything about except what they rend in textbooka.
That'a a very happy clircumatance and tt's due to vaccines.

Audience: (Applauae)

Phi1 Donahue: A1l right, here we go. J. Anthony Morris, PH.D.. Dr.
Morris has been with us before. Here 1g the man whn 9ald to President
Ford and others during the 1976 swine flu epidemic—~-remember when the
Pregfdent pot his shot in the Oval Office and everybody ran out.
Guillain-Barre' was just one of the augﬁested unfortunate reactions that
literally thousands of people suffered following rthat immunization
program about which Dr. Morris who was then with the FDA---

Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Food and Drug Administration.

You also should know

You were with the FDA---disagreed.
What {is your

Phil Donahue:
And he is a vaccine researcher.

that he lost his job.
point?

Pr. J. Anthony Morrils: 1f we make the assumption that what Dr. Cooper
sald {s so that does not do away with the point raised by that lady.

Now in a recent editorial In the most recent issue of the state medical
journal of my state, Maryland, there 1g an editoral there that says we
cannot accept the pertussig vaccine as it now {s. That ta that {f there
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that omprovement wilt take place So we afe n‘ caying what Dr. Coon
ace. S ot saying what Dr. Cooper
ggzzo:: ?ggtso. What 79 are sa{lnﬁ I8 {t could be getgpr and the re
angera t are ass E , ould
done nany ot ssoclated with the use of pertussis vaccine could he

Phil Donahue: What are the dangers?

Dr. J. Antho :
neurologlc‘dg;ngzrrin' The danpera are that you might quffer gerfous

Phil Donahue: Tt causes selzure in some cases?

Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Tt causes se .
‘ s T CcAus selzure, {t causes the inahilit
uge muscles, as you have {n the audlence today Scotty who shows Lﬁag?

Phil Donahue: As you know, there was a good deal
?gfrnin Aabout fmmunfzat{on and Fleet Strget gor onogh?:hzéciﬁz :2r$reat
s and bov the hysteria and suddenly Great Britain went from a 4
percentape of ROZ of the ponpulation---Ronnie, this {s on visual #710 {f
we vnn.juﬂt see the graphic on this. From 1947 ro 1974 ahour 807 of the
pg?ulatinn of Great Britaln was tmmunfzed. Then the media got on thisg
thing much as the Donahue Show {s doing now, trying very hard to he
responsible, unlike apparently what hnpwonoA fn Britain ahd s0 a
slgnlf[rap; number of people in the UK anked ava Frdm'tmmun]7at{0n and
ﬁ?n:fow‘fl' A pertussgls e¥(domic In 1977 and 1978 significant numbers
werptﬁgpoag vgggghngen. h?n t?ev got back on {t anﬁ i{n 1982 there
T e eriuss Spggjﬁﬂcof—f'( United Kingdom with twelve deaths.

Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Let me tell
\ e > you what happened 1 stat

fol]nw:nn a broadcast hy NBC concerning pertuss?z vncclgeTY TH;&: was
;ovorn months thereafter a public release from the state health i
nﬁgn:frfgt 1? Mnrrl?nd saylng that there was an outhreak of pertussis In
our st and we wnrlnvv that thls outhreak might have resulted from the
eluctance of parents to have their children immunized againat

O:lnﬂnlﬂ. T got from rhe state department of health the data that they
%fr got off the computer which served as the bhasis of a news releasge.

ere was no onthreak of pertussis in the grate of Maryland. S

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: Why, Tony?

Dr. d. Anthony Morris: In the case -

S Ases that did occur they occurr
varri?nrnd chtldren for the mosat part who had recelived {he'v:ov7go{n
aﬁggr(l?n to the recommended procedure. They sald there was fortQ—one
vases ol pertussis.  There could not have heen more than five cases of

pertugsis and each of theae f 0 .
e aats " car fve cases accurred in children who had heen

Phi1l Donahue: You're |
Whoop T mam? u're sugpesting that maybe DPT caused them to gor

Dr. J. Anthony Morrlis: T'm no

gt t saying that. What T'm saying ls tha
Yg:? rﬂ{gn;:ngggegzagzoof t?e danger? assoclated with per{ugﬁté‘vaccgne
~he ! 3 s ‘ 5 oes not regult in an outhreak of pertussi ncaus
trvy are aware of the dangers of the vaccine. That's ?ho im r§~2?gﬁuse
that the state of MnrlenJ pave. - o presst

ﬁhil Donahue:  Mect Marge Grant. Mrs. Grant is the mother of Scotrt
.r?nt who 18 at hand. Scotr ig twenty-one years old. These are all
pn.y?lavlc words and 1'm sure, Mrs. Grant, that it's okay if T hroceed
Lgnfi¥?0thesF folks Isut a very ver{ hrief evaluation of Scott's
fondi —62. le Is a spasdic quadrip eﬁic and you are gaying In fact
rorla?n] e yenrf apo today---we ghould say thar Scortt 13, although

o qully somewhat 1imited {n his own motor ability and mental capacit
5« A renl good hoy and obviously a very good looking young man wKé

the audience g -
e m;n!LPA]Shou}d know has the motor activity development of ahout a
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Ms. Marge Grant: Exactly.

Phil Donahue: And the mental capacity of about?

Ms. Marge Grant: Seven years of age in understanding only.

Phil Donahue: And it was twenty years ago today?

Ms. Marge Grant: Phil, i1t 18 exactly twenty-one years ago this morning
at 5:30 thar he reacted severely after hlg third shot which was glven
twelve hours ecarlier.

Phil Donahue: Third shot, the DPT?

Ms. Marge Grant: DPT, right. Tt was the third shot he recefved on the
seventh of NDecembher and the following morninE around 5:30 he woke up
earlier than usual and T was fixing his breakfast and all of a sudden he
was in his infant gseat and he clinched his fiat and his head went back
and he fairly yelled as {f to say I'm falling, catch me. And to this
very day he {s very very sensitive to falling.

Phil Donahue: Right. Now you attempted to JT{tigate Scott's case and
were not successful. Arparently vour witnesses were not ahle to
convince the judge or the jury of the absolute casuality between the DPT

and Scott's selzure.

Ms. Marge Grant: Really, that wasn't the issue. At the time of the
trial T could not prove that Scotr had received Parke-Davis' product
because even thougp the doctor at the time he administered {t told me {t
was Quadrigin which was DPT plus polio combined and was put out by
Parke-Davis. lle did not record it on Scott's record.

Ph11 Donahue: 1 see. So the gray area in the court then was not was
caused his medical condition but what brand product.

Ms. Marge Grant: Right. So I lost my suilt apainst Parke-Davis.
However, we had five experts which did {ndeed treat Scott and see Scott
and they sald indeed [t was the DPT that hurt him.

Phil Donahue: You are also proud of the fact that Vour Titigation
provoked leplislation In the state of Wisconsin which obliges all
{mmunizations now to he {dentified by Jlot number and manufacturer.

Ms. Marge Grant: That's only as of the last year. That also includes
the fact thar now we do have a personal wajver conviction. We do not

have to take 1t in the atate of Wisconaln. But 1t was a group of us

that petitioned the legislature.

Phil Donahue: Do you understand, Dr. Cooper's point here that as much
as we rcan empathize with the pain and the siﬁnlf!cnnt interruption {n
your own family 1ife in every way that this has caused you, he wanta you
to know that there are thousands and thousands of pno?le out there who
have been spared similar difficulty because of immunology. And that the
numbers indicate that while there are questions certainly when you
innoculate this many millions of people, the thing works. We don't get
diptheria anymore and there Is very l{ittle whoopling cough, not to
mention tetanus.

Ms. Marge Grant: Phil, T want to just say this. 1 have done a falr
amount of research 1n the last twenty-one years and {t proves clearly
that the government is at fault. The povernment hasg not forced the
manufacturer to remove the component that 1s causing this neurologlcal
damage.

Phil Donahue: Which one ts that?

Ms. Marge Grant: The pertussis, the whooplng cough component.
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Phil Donahue: You're convinced that {
: 1 3 t w
Ehis proplon for uont oM as the P in DPT that caused

Ms. Marge Grant: 1 have no question nor do the experts.

Phil Donahue: Dr Conper, we do hav
: . C ) e significant medical testi
i?dicntlng that the pertussis feature of DPT {s a tather Uns:athny
aoxturo of chemfstry about which we reall know very little. And Dr
rris wants you to know that he thinks tKnt the pertussis problem ’

really almost disappears aft
e 1Y pimost di rsg monrhg;pr two months of age, and you don't give Lt

Dr. Loufs 7. Cooper: T don't know wh )
s ‘ : at Tony would say but pert
? vrnhlpm not lust for the two month old but for chllzren op‘nl$g:‘2q{s
ri ] a ht%nnr problem for the children under a vear of age. One o }ﬂo
N asons we start the vaceline at age two months [s to try to provide gome
egree of protection as soon as possible. . o

Phil Donahue: Yeah.

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: 1 apree with Mr
S > : 4 S. Grant that It "
pertussis vaccine that caused Scott's awful problem. probably was the

Phil D hue:
Ph jus?n:;?$ DT¥011, then why do we have the P in pertussis? Why don't

. . per Be« ause M P C ch 1is
Dr L()U.[q YA Cooper: aus unttl we can
roduce a vaccine whi $

Phil Donahue: You think we have to do this.

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: ---we ever

ner: very year will be gaving h 7
thousands of 1ives by using what we've got. We needga gg?{gggp;??ussts
:acc;ne and there has to be more research to help us find a better
accine. That vaccine has heen lmproved very l{ittle 1in thirty years.

Phil Donahue: Dr. Mendelsohn.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Do you think that doct h

patients that T'm going to give yo ping congh vaceqie!)

give 1t to you you migﬁt tu&n ou¥ gotng ¥?ggp§2§tgo:%2hvaccine and LE 1
encephalomyelopathy and mental retardation and cerebral palsy and
EOnVu]sfonﬂ and [n n‘shock like state. Do you think that detorq should
e tellinpg that to patients or should doctors bhe hiding that fr mo
patients ag they have done for forty years? ¢

Dr. Louls 7Z. Cooper: BRob ' 1
Prom onle pntlegts. ob, T don't think doctors should hide anything

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Then
: : you tell me, why h 't
telling that to patients. Why 13 it that tﬁis Zud?gﬁge hgpgz_feen

Phi} Donahue:
of any pr0;$em.The firat woman who stood up sald that she was not aware

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohbn: Now that f{nf
) : : ormation 1s availabhl
can't go to medical journals, although if they want the acaﬁ tg;dpggg;e

Motrris's publication, tl
things they eacntion, iy can read my publications. There I3 a lot of

Phjl]?gnnhue: The other problem, Dr. Mendelsohn 18--~T1 mean how would
iguh ke to be the mother {n the pediatrician's offfce after he qayq-now
: axe the DPT, T recommend {t becauge we really have diminished-——but
ygu ? ?uld Also know---and then he takes out a poster of a child in a

wheelchalr who has got a mental capacity of seven years at age
twenty-one. 1 mean what kind of blackmatl 1is that. )
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Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Then If T'm the mother or father then T have
to ask the pediatrician some questfons. T have to say to him what ig
the incidence of these recactions.

Phil Donahue: You want numbers.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelgohn: The pediatrician will then say {t's one fn a
mill{on and then you say to the pediatr{cian, “oh, but Dr. Mendelsohn
has shown me evidence from the medical journals that turns out to prove
that the Incidence of convulgions fs3 one in a hundred. The Incidence of
aevere mental peérmanent defect fs one {n a thousand™.

Dr. Loufis 7Z. Cooper: O0Oh, come on.

Dr. Robhert S. Mendelsohn: The Information i{s In the medical fournals.
The only problem fs the American doctors don'’ report it because tley
are so afrald of malpractice sults. But {f you to the forelgn
literature which {s now appearing in all the law cases hecause just like
your case there are now hundreds of law causes worklng their way through
the court.

Dr. Louis Z. Covoper: Bob, come on.

Phil Donahue: Hang on for a second. Let's get this in. Sweden no
lnnﬁer obliges parents to adminlster DPT shots. Right? Sweden is off,
West Germany 1s off. What about---

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Twenty-one states in this country.
Dr. Louis 7. Cooper: And Britain 1s off. .

Phil Donahue: They glve you an option.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: They give you an option.

Phil NDonahue: And here {s a woman who ran into the entire bureaucracy
of the whole school system because her kid didn't have his card. 1lhe
kid is four years old and got to have a card!

Pr. Louls 7. fCooper: Phil, a democratic socliety is a complex venture
and T don't know a simple solution to pive individual freedom and also
protect——-

Phil Donahue: 1 want to get you in here in just one second.
Dr. Louis Z. Cooper: Also protect folks.

Phil gonahue: Dr. Morris give me your pertussis speoch.' Your briefest
speech.

Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Dr. Cooper said something that {s very
Important. There has been no improvement of pertussis vaccine for forty
years. There has beren no effort on the part of the government to
enforce thla {mprovement until recently following that pertuasis program
that was hroadenat within recent months. Followlng that, as T just
safd, before T came here there was a notice In my mafl that the
government is now setting up an organization to improve the pertussis
vaccine. That was forced upon them by that broadcast, as your broadcast
will force them to do sometR1ng too. When Bob Mendclsohn says that a
doctor does not Inform the dangers associated with the use of this
vaccine that will force {t.

Phil Donahue: And you can also get DT can't you.
Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Yes.

Phi] Donahue: 1TIn other words, is that an option? 1 assume {t depends
on the legislations In the states at which the request s made.
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Dr. J. Anthony Morris: That 1s an option, yes.
Dr. Robert S, Mendelsohn: That's an :

S ‘ : optfon but the gove g :
that the DT vacclne fa probably no good, goveraneat admits

Phil Dnvnhuu: ﬂ'm running a 1lcele lonp here and T promise 1'11 pive

ou A chance, onest , doctor, we real good ro docrors: ;

at 1 have Wilma Cundy here. "Mrs. Cund§ devulopﬁd'du?l?giLﬁﬂzrggvgr“m'
Syndrome after recelving the swine fFlu vacelne six years ago, She i3
%?0 person who responded to the Ford Administration’s call “the swine

,2 ds coming, the swine {1lu is coming, we have to get vaceinated.™ And
,q'u td. She f3 one of Hterally thousands of punp%e who cont rreted
this diseasc, syndrome T should call tt, and fnclidentally, more than a
hundred lawyers (n the Justice Department have worked overt Ime just
handting the 1ltlgatlon rhat was provoked by this. o

Ms. Wilma Gundy: And we Intend to keep them working.

Phil Donahue: You had the shot on November?

Ms. Wilma Guudy: November 26th, 1976.

Phil Donahue:  And when did you flrar feel numbness?

Ti;'yilmg Cv?dy; 1 srnrtoddfqvlln§ numbness three weoks and one day
ater. N rhe twenty-sccond day all at once my feet ags in
and arms began to turn numb. Y Y et and Ters and hands

Phil Donahue: Okay, we are not trying to gcare you to death but we have
2? get rhis in, NDr. Cooper. Certainly Mrs. Gundy steps forward as
({nmcr{c evidence to the fact that the medical communiry even ahetted by
the Presfdent of the lInited States and an august panel of lmmunologists
nad clinicians and researchers does not necessar(?y fn every case make
r'e r!ghr‘devfsfon. Lt certainly appears——-first of all, we didn'r even
vavg any swine flu. We didn't need the vaccine in the flrst place. The
SE?eOF?aggg :kﬁ rPsen{uh r?nt went into suggesting thar it was cdming
pre B helievenxzygﬁ$£§.‘orward this taxpaying American to say why

Ms. Wilma Cundy: Plus, 1 was not ptven any {nformati
~I bencfits versus rhe risks. Whoﬁ 1 finnY]y did Somgnrzsgggpﬁhgna$ount
own T found out T had actually twenty-efght chances fn one }h6UQQnd zr
having any benefits ar all from the vaceine. They did nor tell me ahout
Fho‘rtsks rvnr were involved. They did not tell me that T ﬁlpht develop
E‘hT:{Er?#)gj(?] disorder at all, They particularly, and this {s where T
fhinkr ar they were most faulted, routinely the drug companies sent a
yer to the doctors with the vaccine thar people who were allerpic to

feather s shoul not t e thi . il 2 At
S5 ¢ ( cake his vac 1ati I wa 1ever Pi\/‘—‘il tha
o : [ @ on S 2

1 .
3;‘-‘R0h|(‘!t S. Mendelsohn:  People who take the meagltes vaceline aren't
Alven the fnformat fon that the measles vacelne can Tead to mental
retardation, that the German Measles vaccine can lead to arthritis.

Phil Donahue: Yes. TIn some people Let's see how murh

hi [ > . Le : sense we
TTﬁooPnro wjrw an andience who has more than just a gingle q;nstfnga?or
ol you and 1 l! give you that chance. Immunotogy, vaccinations.

ni Know our kids roday DPT, measles polio, rubella. And if you are
T?t confused enough here come the Fo‘ks saying maybe aspirin <|0ulﬁn't
;"¥I:v?'ronchi;drvn when they have a fever hecause of eye's Syndrome

e u ving ; - ' ArAf 14

ve hope yox'lf j;::k”g-parent today 1s an outright act of courage. And

KARRRSTATION BREAK* k& kkx

)
Phil Donahue:  Yes, ma'am.

Audience: T went vesterday to the library when 1 found out what the
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topic would he today to find out what T could on tmmunizations and the
danpers. T could fInd nothing in readers pufde perfodicials which woul
he the mapazine articles on vthe danpers, he only ttame T've cver heard
unything was through the media and 1t was the DPT seare which petetficd
me. T thought T had killed my child with fmmunfzarfon. And we don't
know where to turn. You're damned 1f you do and damned {f you don't.
You don't know what to da. What's the answer? Yes or no?

Nr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: 1 will he happy to send you and anyone clse
who wants 1t a free copy of my newsletter that deals with the risks of
fmmunfzations, that glves artricles from Iinside the medical journals,
which T agree with you are not generally avallable to the public.

Phil Nonahue: Dr. Coooper.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: T am recommending now that {f there [s any
person Iin this audience who decides to glve thefr kid a DPT shot the
least they can do is to write down when the k{d gets the shot, the name
of the manufacturer, the expiration date and the hatch number, so that
in case sometrhing happens later on they won't get into the situation yr¢
got Ilnto. At least rEey will know who the hell to sue.

Phil Donahue: Dr. Cooper please.

Audience: (Applause)

Audlence: DNoctor, just how are you going to find that out? The

doctor—--

Phil Donahue: The doctor has got the box there.

That's right. And T have never seen the doctor show me the

Audience:
How do you find that out?

box or the bhottle.

Phil Donahue: Wisconsin is ¥ust one of the states that obliges the
recording of the particular lot numher and the manufacturer. So we ar:

getting smart. We are slow---

Audience: But what do we do in T1linols.

Ms. Marge Grant: You say T insist that you record this, and helieve m

it s 1mportant.
Phil Donahue: Let's get Dr. Cooper in here.

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: There are a couple of fissues. First of all,
almost half the vaccine given in this country 1s gliven in public
programs. Tt's now the law that anyone who pets a vaccine {n a public
Bropram has to be given this pamphlet called TMPORTANT INFORMATIOn ARBD
ACCINES.,

Phil Donahue: Yeah, but you've got to have a magnifying glass to read

ic T'11 het.

Audience: You can't read it.

Phil Donahue: No, no, his point {s that you can read it.

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: FEveryone is handed and must recefve important
information abont the vaccines which includes the risks and the
bhenefits. T would supgest that you ask your pediatrician for
information.

Phil, this ts the crux, the private physiclian does n

And thia {s why i am sayfng 1t should he na
level that everybody must record this

Mg, Marge Granr:
have to plive you thisg,
mandate from the federal
Information.
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Ma. Wilma Gundy: For instance 1 had certaln information that did me no
good at all.

Phil Donahue: Yes.

Aundience: Right before 1T started kindergarten when T was five T was
piven the shots you are supposed to he given, including the measles and
a llrtle while after T got the measles shot T developed this thing: my
hands would just freeze up and terrible paln and 1 would wake up crying.
T remember my mother and soaking them in water and things. The doctor
only after this happened that is when he told me that this could be a
stde effect. We never knew before.

Phil Donahue: Yeah, bat obviously you sustained no brain damape. But
Dr. Mendelsohn wants veou to know that you came awfully close to the
possibly. That {s what he {s saying.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: You sure did and T have to tell vou you've
learned a pood lesson which T can't tell you how happy T am that ft's
befng transmitted today to the entire Amerlcan popugarion hecause the
doctoras haven't told people the truth about DES or ultra-sound or X-rays
and now they are getting the truth as a result today about tmmunization.

Phi} Donahue: Okay. Let me just get one more guest {n here. Meet
Fmily Yankovich. Mrs. Yankovich is the mother of Abra who is how old.

Ms. FEmily Yankovich: She {3 three and a half. Abra.

Phil Donahue: Abra cannot be with us today because apparently she
sustafned eplsotic selzures.

Ms. Emi]K Yankovich: Yes. Abra was normal up to the age of four months
and she had her second DPT. And as her parents-—-

Phil Donahue: We have a photograph, Ron.

Ms. Emlly Yankovich: That photograph {3 when Abra was normal yet, when
she was about three months old. She had had one DPT already and
apparently she was all right, we assumed that she was all right. Tt
wasan't until her second DPT that we noticed that there was obviously a
problen.

Phil Donahue: What did you see?

Ms. Tmily Yankovich: 0On the day that she had her NPT shot she had a
sefzure. We didn't know {t was a selzure but we knew something was
wrong hecauge she was turnlng blue and shaking and she was obviously in
difatress. So (r was my only child, our first child, but T still knew
something was wrong so we rushed her to the emergency room and by the
time we pot there she was all right. We told the doctor that she had
her DPT, was there any connection. He said that 1t looked l{ke just a
chokinpg Incident. From that point on for the next nine months we told
every doctor we saw, neurologlsts included, that she had had her DPT.
We felt there was a connection. For two weeks after that (nitial
reaction from our daughter we didn't sce anything. We didn't aee
anything: there may have been something. But two weeks later she had

rand mal asefzures and she was in critlcal state for forty-eight hours.

o this day Abra-—-1ike Sunday she had fifty selzures. SKe has many as
hundreds of selzures a day. ghe 1s very heavily drugged. She can't
wall, she can’'t talk, she can't even chew but sKe {s very responsive.
That pfcture-—--

Phil Donahue: You would not guegs that looking at that plcture.
Me. FEmily Yankovich: She {s verz responsive to people and she has full
i

motor uge but her brain ian't making the connection that she can use

them a0 ghe doean't walk and she doesn't talk. She i{s thoroughly
dianbled. .
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Phi} Donahue: Have you sued anybody?

Ms. Emily Yankovich: WE have a case.

Phll Donahue: Pending?

Audtence: There Is something T have to say—--

Phll Donahue: Can you Iimagine how thrilled the pharmaceutical compan
are with this. Now here's the problem. Let's try and be respoonsible
here. Nobody is here to say thalt the roulette wheel doesn't spin whe
you accept a vacciae. The question is what provides the
greatest—-——there g all kjan of questions—--what provides the greate
common pgood. How much {s the medical community sharing Informatfon w
each other about possible problems? How much does the {nevitahle
Interest of the pharmaceutical Industry welph In the decifsfon on the
art of the physician to admintster these? Why does {1 have to be a
aw?  Should we have the freedom to dealde whether or not and for the
sake of Dr. Cooper and those who think rhat we've come a long way to
eradlcate problems of diseases here are threc mothers who wish tKo h
had the {mmunizat{on available to them at the time. The first mother
the mother of a child with measles. Obviously the fever must have pm
up and brain damapge occurred. The other two mothers you will see on
this tape were exposed to rubella during pregnancy. This 1s sad but
this is the other side of this coin. Roll tape.

(Tape): Mother #1: She has brain damage from the measles and we don
think that she will ever improve.

Mother #2: The rubella vaccine came four years too late for us.

Mother #3: For a woman to have a child like this today 1is a sensele
tragedy for herself, for her famfly, for everyone Involved.

END OF TAPE

Phil Donahue: The last two children then were victimized hK the
mother's exposure to ruhella during pregnancy. The flirst child had
measles. So now what?

Ms. Emily Yankovich: There are so many things here. When my husband
and T talk about this we realize that vaccinations will always be giv
We feel that 1is a fact. But we were uninformed as parents. We went
into the doctor's office 1ike every other mother. 1 have dozens of
friends who have babies and they all went in and pot their shots but |
one of them knew there could be devastating results efther from the
disease or from the vaccine. So T went in {ignorant, T knew nothing
about the possible side effects and we didn't have the option of makl
the declsion as parents pro and con. Ue would like to have had the
facts and made tﬁo decision as the parents of our daughter and 1ived
with the consequences then. 1If we had decided on the vaccine we wonle
live with the consequences.

Phil Donahue: There must be real anger about that ignorance. That 1:
what really enrages you.

Ms. Emily Yankovich: Yes, because we know there are cases llke was {
shown that they have gide effects from the diseasc ftself but we fee
too, that there are many many more children who are affected adversel:

.than any one ever knows. We have heen in dozens of hospitals and we

have seen children on these children's floors with selzures, learning
diabilities and no one knows why. But even a nurse told us this: she
told us that her child had seizures after the NPT but she didn't even
know that there could be such a reaction until we told her. So this

how we feel.
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Alaso reports———these are reports——-that there
riving DPTs and not giving them to thelr
g out of the DPT for

Phil Donahue: There are
are pediatricians who are
children or administering DPTs and taking the
own children. We'll bhe Lnrk {n just a moment.

thelir

*AAAXSTATTON BREAK* *kokkk

Phil Donahue: We're back. Yes, ma'am, you'll stand.
3 had polio
Audience: T have empathy for the lady with the son but my son
and he got {1t Nnvnmhﬂr of 1956, January of 1957 the Salk Vaccine came
out and T'm sorry 1t was too Tate for him. But it Is devastating jnd T
know that some people say well they pot a4 mild case of polfo with the "
vaceine but It was nothinpg 1ike the paralysfs. My son had many
aoperat lana and he {a all right now bhut even ke penfelllin ean help
some people and gome one elae cean have a reaction.
Phil Donahue: Running out of time.
; : S we z ceines should
Ms. Marpe Grant: There 15 no way that we would say all vace
he :1mw’ away with. Tt's just that T think the public needs to be e
informed, we need to be told the henefits versus the risks. We need to
know what we are facing.
: ] 's side of the polio vacecine
NDr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Well, the doctor's s Ae .
and what nobody knows Ta that Tonas Salk has polnted out in the last ten
veara in thls country two thirds of all the cases of polio have been
vaceine induced.
Nr. Louis 7. Cooper: How many cases 13 that?
Dr. Robert 5. Mendelsohn: And only———
Dr. Louis 7. Cooper: How many cases, Bob!
Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Would you not interrupt me for a second?
Audience: (Langhter)
Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: T know that doctors are used to interrvupting
patients but not another doctor.
Audience: (Boo)
Phil Donahue: But he does make a point. We should also say that Sabin
Is llve vacelne and Salk is-——-
Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Ts inactive.
Phil Donahue: Ts inactive as we say in the lTaboratory. How many was {t
they asked?
Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: How many people know that the ETropr?n
3 : : an thia
spidemlic of polio there were about twenty or thirty cases n N
LLunrr{. NOL of course the Amerfican doctors will nFnur that zhn rngn?n
g 3¢ as 4 2 the vaccelne. u -
why polio disappeared in this country was hecause o ’
lhnnlwhv did Iﬁpdigu pear In FEurope in the 1940's and the 1950"s wilhour
mass vaceination? Why doesn't It occur In the Third World where only
107 of the people have ever been Immunized against polio or anything
else? .

Phil Donahue: So In other words, we may bhe fipghting a tiger that died.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: That is quite correct.

NDr. Louls 7. Aslk ask the people in

Tapan who-—-

Cooper: the people in Great Britain,
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Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: All—-——
Phil Donahue: Back here. Gentlemen, 1f you please. T've gpot probably
the smartest audience we've ever had.

Audlence:
you

T have a questfon: how long a delayed action, 1f any, would
connect this with 1ike MS?
Phil Donahue: Ts MS a possibility?

Would Multiple Sclerosis be one of
the possible results?

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: As a matter of fact, there (s a new
publication that just came out Ffrom .John Hof fman who Is a close
assoclate of Tony Morris, that plivea the referencea Tinkinpg MS In later
Hife to the early Introductlon of 1lve virua vacclnea 1lke measles and
Ike aome of the others that are 1lve viruses. Now at the present time
I would recommend that anybody who has M5 or any myotropic seclerosis or
any of those depgenerative nearologic conditions of later Tife carefully
review thelr vacelne hiatorles.

Ms. Wilma Gundy: T would also like to comment to that hecause In

connection wirh my case T've been doing some research—--

Phil Donahue: Let me tell them once agaln, Ms. Gundy that you are a
Guillain-Rarre' victim contracted following your receipt of the swine
flu vaccination in 1976,

Ms. Wilma Gundy: Yes, and T am In the process of writing a hook about
my experfence and in the process T've done considerable research. And
from what 1T have learned it looks as though fmmunizations frequently
cause auto fmmune diseases, not only GuilTlain-Barre' Syndrome but Lupus,
rheumatold arthritis, multiple sclerosis and other types of things. Now
T have no data at this polnt to hack it up .

Phi1 Donahue:  We should also say there {s a pood deal of evidence
suggesting that Mulriple Sclerosis may he the result of distemper in an
animal rhat the victim recelved during childhood. None of this is
ahsolutely nailed to the wall but that is the problem with this. What's
A mother to do with all of these balls in the alr and nohody really
certain.

Ms. Wilma Gundy: T would also like to comment that we had 46,000,000
people vaccinated with the swine flu shot and T have written to Ralph
Nader's organization, T have written to some of the government
organizations trying to get them to do a long going survey to see if

these vaccinations do cause anto immune diseases and what the reactions
are. T can't even get a response because T'm not a doctor, T have no
clout, T'm a nohody.

Ph11 Donahue: Mrs. Grant, why were you shaking your head? \
Ms. Marge Gramt: PhIl, {4t isn't only with that vaceine hut {t's with
all vacelnes. They are not interestoed in the adverse reactions. As a
matter of fact, T would ke 1o Invite anyone to write to me |f they

T would
to know but T

adverse reac
they don'( want

have |
ecaAnNse

ke to heTp
would 1ike

the pgovernment
to know.

Phil Donahue: Back here.

Audience: T am a mather of three

children and T have been Informed and
I have read up on these things

and T chose not to vaccinate my children

but when they get to school why is it that T have to fight for my rights
A5 A mother and the cholce T've made. .
Phil Donahue: Let me jusr quickly---we're long but that is a very

important question. Here are the states in which you elther have the

totally free decisfon abeut whether or not to vaccinate or there are
lToophole states, states whore they are not going to send your child to
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solirary If you don't have his cavd. A1l right, California. Not all
children muat be fmmunized In these states. Some require religious
reasons.  Some places there {8 a bureaucratic thing you have to po
through to prove that you are this or that. Orhera (t's probably
easfer. So just for the sake of simplifying this: Colorado, ldaho,
Indlana, Towa, Lousfana, Malne M1Chugnn Minnesota, Missour', Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, 6k1ﬂhom3, ﬁennsy]vanla, Rhode Taland,
Utah, Vermont, Washington and Wisconsin. TIf your state {s not on there
ft means that your child {s golng to be left ar the kindergarten door
feeling very very much an outcast because he didn't get his lmmunizatfion
shots. And we'll be back In just a moment.

*HXXKSTATTON BREAKH Kk kkk

Phil Donahue: Yes.

Audience: 1 would llke to sa¥ that T think {t's the Amerfcan geople's
responsibility that rhey should ask the doctor and the nurses before any

injection 13 given to the child.

Audfence: (Applause)

Audlence: Should it be given or should it not. The doctors don't have
time to tell you; vyou should ask.

Phil Donahue: The doctors what?

Audlence: T'm a registered nurse and 1 don't think the doctors have a
Tot of time to go in and say thils {s all the things that can happen to
your child. T think they sKould say it's the mother's responslbility to
say hey, doctor, T would like to know.

Audience: (Applause)

Audience: Ma'am, on my child's last DPT shot T did ask. He was not
given the P he was only given the DT. 1 was not gfiven an answer as to
why the P was taken out nor was T given an answer to what are the
chances of whooping cough and can it be cured if my child got ftt.

Phil Donahue: What state?

Audience: Here.

Dr. Louls Z. Cooper: Phil, [ got to fump in. The fssue 1s one of
balance and perspective and we shouldn't forget that there were 50,000
cases of polio fn 1955, This year---Bob dldn't answer the
%rustion—Nthore are seven cases of polio {n the United Stares this year.
wre have heen an average of roughty a dozen for the last slx or elght

YCHTrsS. In Great Britlan they've had over a hundred thousand cases of
pertussis In the last five years. Five or six percent of those cases of
pertussis had convalsions. 5,000 kids were hospltalized. ¥Yes, there

were more deaths among the less than one year opds than the others.

. There are a couple of orher points.

ZPhil Donahue: Ler's also say that Dade County, Florida, south Florida,
“has sustained of late a moas{es epidomlc—-—ept&emic means millions that
fsn't what ft means. There are a significant number of cases in Dade
County, not the kind of alarming numbers we used to know bhefore the
vacceine.

Dr. J. Anthony Morris: But most of those cases occurred In vacclnated
chilldren. s

Phil Ponahue: Ts that right?
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Dr. J. Anthony Morris: Tn Dade County.

Phil Donahue: One would be—-=the amateur analyst would conclude that {r
mipght have to do with refugees who may not have heen fonoculated 1in
thefr own country.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: They are trylong to blame {t on the ref g

E d 4 : *fugees
but what Tony Morris said 1is a%so]utply correct. [ want to ask yoﬁ one
QH??ti?g- w?]liyour;stattstics why doesn't the doctor tell that to the
patient? 1y doesn'rt the doctor say to them this {s your chance thi
side this ts the chance on this stde? Y eoon ?

Audience: (l.ight applause)

259 Loufs Z. Cooper: There are so many hours In the day and we try. We

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: That nurse——-
Audfence: 1 asked! I specifically asked!

Phil Donahue: This woman stood up to say the doctor '

and you have said there are so magy hourg fn the d"y.dogﬁg Feg?gﬁgt$ge
get—-——not amonpg all the people in your beloved industry but among ‘
many---i{s that your job 1s to do and to push and to wrap things around
our arm and to either send us to the hospital or to the drug store.

Your Job 18 not to talk to us and {t's that att{tude that {8 maktﬁg life
so miserahle for your whole industry today.

Audience: (Applause)

Dr. Louis 7. Cooper: Phil, 1 think you are right. We have to have
doctors who both talk with patients and 1isten to them. One of the
things we try to train our pediatricians in trafining {3 that thefr most
important %o Is educating parents to be competent parents. That
fncludes all this.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: You try but you don't succeed.
Phil Donahue: Yes, ma'am.

Audicnce:  There was a comment about Reye's §

> : ; ye's Syndrome and aspirin and I
rhtnk 1T would really ltke to hear more about that because mg children
are at an age now when they are getting fevers from school and so forth.

Phil Donahue: We have very llttle time and we're :
: 3 - ; > » poling to start another
fight but we'll do {t. WE¥IJ do that In fust a moment? . '

AXXXKGTATION BREAK*#*%%%

g?il ??n??usz -We should gfve them the pop on that. That (8 the
1ssatistied Parents Together, DPT, not surprfaingly. That {s Box S63.
This {s your effort to encourage those that feel ghéy might haveU
sustained family crisis because of vacclnation to communfcate with each
other. 1377 Kay Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20005%. You get a lot more

.. done 1f you goft a crowd dut {m froat of clty hall.

Ms. Marge Grant: Anyone can write to me also. T will be to t
from them, especially {f you've had adverse reactions. appy o hear

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsoln: As a matter of fact. the next time they come
to you and ask for a contribution for the American Heart Association or
the Amevrican Cancer Society we should tell them that we are golng to
give our contributions to your organization instead.
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Mg. Marge Grant: tjhur's preat .
Phil Donahue: Oh, they are going to love you for that.

Audience: (Laughter)

Phil Donahue: Give us your briefest speech regarding Reye's Syndrome
n;d lt?s péssible 11nk xlth aspirin ingestlion during fever in childhood.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: Well, the American Academy of Pediatrics

rgda is trying to get out from under. They are trying to say thgrc %s
no 11nk between asplrin and Reye's Syndrome because they are so scarec
of lawsults that m?ghr come up. As tar as 1 am concerned T advise you
and every other parent to pay attention to the medfa today because th?ir
reports on Reye's Syndrome are more accurate than those of the medica

journals.

br. Louls 7. Cooper: Bob, that's a cheap shot.
Audience:  (Applause)

Nr. Louls 7. Cooper:  The members of the Academy have 3p?nt hundreds of
hours tryiog to look at the (nformation relatlng to Reye's Syndr?mo and
whether or not asplirin may play a causal role. The answers arcn §
completely In yet and what pedlatricians have been advised to dQ ? t?
tell thelr parents to he prudent about the use of agpirin. Most of the
aspirin that we use for children really fsn't necessary. The answers
aren't In. We are doing the best we can to get a clearer plcture. 1n
the meantime, be prudent.

shil Donahue: Uere's the problem though, Dr. Cooper. It {s not
LRSO]U[O1y clear that you gre doing the hest you can to find our whether
vhore is h link. That we really ave terribly disorganized in every
sense in this country. We've pgot a fra§mented country. So it's kind of
hard ro be {fudlignant about your discipline but T don't think you are any
dlfferent. The prohltem with you is that when you are not tothhor we
hurt morce because of che potentlal damapge of nor gsharing. ChC in

At lanta may or may not he talking to people. How mnnyqsrnrlst(rﬂ are
being gathered?  flow many blind studies are heing done? How much
Informatlon—-—-

Pr. Louls 7. Cooper: Not enough, Phil.

Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn: There was enough evidence on Reye's
Syndrome-—-

Phil Donahue: Once more we've got another doctor coming forward saying
"we're doing our best, be prudent.

Dr. Louls 7. Cooper: We need to do more, Phil, and this public has to
ask for more and rhis public has to tell {ts leglslatures It can'l
cut-—--

Phil Donahue: We need more doctors who are not quite as defenstve, who
are open to the jmprovements that have to bhe made.

Dr. Lonla 7. Coaper: 0OfF course we do.
Phil bonahuwe: Dr. Morris.

NDr. J. Anthony Morris: The evidence that was presented to Sovrotury
Sehwe fkert as to the the relarionship between asplrin and Reye's

Syndrome

convineed him that there should he a 1ahel on aspirin. The
pharmacent leal company pot topether and Tobbled and did away wirh rhat
not Lficatin.e  As of now Scererary Schweart has backed away {rom that
positlon that he toolk darlng the evidence.

-

. Hemannn - - - 1L

Phil Nonahue: Is the ealler there?
Cnller: Yes.
Phil NDonahue: Not wuch time.

Caller: T would like to say, first of all, that I am terrified that at
the fact that learning that after the third shot the one woman's boy got
the symptoms of having neurological damage. T felt that with my efght
and a half month old daughter that once she got the first shot and she
was fine rhat T was safe, thar she wasn't goling to have any problems.
T'm surprised to hear that thls could happen next time she gets a shot.
Do the chances get less as the child pets older or what? Am 1 golng to
have to go through this fear all the time?

Phi1l Donahue: You're talking about Emily Yankovich.
Caller: Right.

Ms. Emily Yankovich: Wirth our dauphter fr happencd after the second
ashot but [t can happen after any fmmunizat{on. There s cven evidence
that problems can show up later v Hife bat they are not proven
gtatdistics so there Is nothlng that we can say for sure.  But you have
to he aware of that and also 1f your children have any if there |s any
history of central nervous system disorders In the famlly, any
nauroloﬁira1 problems In the family or any seizures In the family a
child should never per pertussis.

Audience: T just want to know Instead of aspirio should we glve our
chlldren Tylenol. Ts there a difference?

Phil Donahue: BRob, T
L}

m afrald T don't have the time for you to answer
that entirely and we'll

11 be back in just a moment.
*ARAKSTATTON BREAKA* k%%

Phil Donahue: Colng to try not to make you crazy. The [ssue of Tylenol
or acetaminophen verus asplrin and whether or not It canses Reye's
Syndrome when applied to chiltdren with fever is still debated. Some
goop]e say thar the acetaminophen helps, some say they make |t worge.

S0 we are {n no positton to resolve that.

Audlence:  Our two %var old dted of (uninrelligible) influenza
menfngitis after a DPT polio shot five days after he received the shot.

“Ts there any relationshlp to the shot and the {1lness?

Dr. Louis 7. fCooper: WNot as far as we know.
PEOPLE'S DR. NEWSLETTER Box 792 Evanston, T1linois 60204
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